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Et prodeffe volunt &P delefiar. Paci z, 

Et finul 3 jucunda 3 Idonea dicere Vite. 
Hor. 

Nec fatis eft pulchra effe Poemata, dulcia funto, 

Et quocunque volent, animum auditoris aguuto. 


a 





> 
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* HE Author of my Motto was one of the 
be{t Critics the World has ever feen, and 
wt he has in the above Lines comprifed the 
*5 three principal Qualities of Poetry. Its 
Fm 45 Aim is, fays he, to afford at once Utility 
CAs) Nee and Delight, to offer what may be agreea- 
: ats ble to the Fancy, and alfo what may con- 
duce to the Advantages of human Lie. 
He further adds, it is not enough for a Poem to abound in Pret- 
| tinefies, it muft alfo have a fweet Accefs to the Heart, and 
fhould be able to agitate the Soul with what Paffions it pleafes. 
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This Defcription involves all the leading Requifites of Poetry ; 
and, I believe, that Performance will be found the moft 
excellent in its Kind, which is the moft highly finifhed with Re- 
gard to thefe three Effentials. 


Epic Poetry has always had the Pre-eminence, and, I fup- 
pofe, the Reafon of this Determination, is, becaufe it affords the 
freeft and moft ample Room for a Dilplay of the three primary 
and original Species of Writing, eftablifhed and explained in a 
former Paper. It is by obferving how thefe friendly Colours 
mix and blend with each other, that we are to deduce a Judg- 
iment upon the different Authors who have proved any Way 
eminent in the literary World. of and other Critics have 
informed us, that the epic Fable muft involve one intire Action, 
that this A€tion mutt have a Beginning, a Middle and an End: 
They have told us, that the Poet muft not take up the Thread 
of his Narrative too near the Fountain Head, but that he muft 
haften into the midft of Things, and gradually givea Retrofpect 
to fuch ‘Things as are neceffary to be known. ‘They have treated 
largely of the Machinery, of the Time the Fable fhould 
include, with many other Particulars, which though proper to 
be explained, do not any Way conduce to the Refinement of 
Tafte or the Improvement of true Genius. It is moft cer- 
tainly by obferving from what Principles in the human Frame 
each Art is deducible, that any real or valuable Criticifm can 
be formed. 


Ir is manifeft then that the Epic Writer has free Latitude of 
inferting all the Graces of every Kind of Compofition. All 
Nature lies at his Command; wherever he cafts his Eye, he 
is Lord of the Manor; he can turn a Road by poetical A& of 
Parliament through Lawns and Groves, and Scenes of Patturage ; 
the four Seafons obey his Direétions, and he need never be at 
a Lols for agreeable Exhibitions of Nature. The whole Syftem 
of Ethics is alfo his; he may frequently take Occafion to im- 
prove his Readers by fhort Sentences, and tranfient Reflections 
on human Life, and by thefe Means he may gain upon our 
Reafon to approve his Performances. The whole Art of Elo- 
quence is likewife perfectly open to the Fpic Author, and from 
thence he may derive an irrefiftible Power over our Paffions. 
In this laft mentioned Requifite the s4b4e du Bos places the 
confummate Perfection of fine Poetry. Certain it’ is, the Mind 
of Man never feels fuch intenfe Pleafure from any of the imi- 
tative Arts as when its Paffions are awakened, and it finds 
itfelf roufed from an impaffive State, and unexpectedly agitated 
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by the fkilful Touches of a Mafter-poet. The Author juft 
quoted afcribes this ideal Appearanee to the Satisfaction which 
the Soul enjoys at the Perception of its own Activity. Befides 
this, we feel a confcious Pride in finding ourfelves quickly 
fenfible to each fine Impulfe, and feelingly awake to the Sen- 
fations of Humanity. 


Our moral Senfe receives on the Occafion an additional De- 
light, to fee that the focial Affections are in due Harmony and 
Proportion, and this, in Conjunction with the Gratification, 
which we are apt to take in comparing the Ideas, which Re- 
ality has fuggefted with thofe excited ‘by the Art of Imitation, 
confpire to render a warm and well executed Paflage in Poetry 
fo agreeable to all Mankind in general. 


Were I to declare in which of the three Powers of Genius, 


already mentioned, I think Homer, Virgil and Milton to be mott 
eminently fhining; I fhould afcribe to Hower the ftrongett and 


moft vigorous Efforts of Imagination, and an amazing Facul- 
ty of alarming us with noble and amazing Defcriptions of all 
the magnificent Objects in Nature. As to our own Aéilton I 
fhould be inclined to declare him a Rival of the Greck Poet for 
a comprehenfive Sublimity of Conception, and Virgil’s Excel- 
lence I fhould place in beautiful Touches of poetic Eloquence. 
His whole fourth Book I take to be a Matter-piece in this 
Way. ‘The various Agitations of Mind which Dido endures, 
her Love, her Jealoufy, her Rage, her Tendernefs, her many 
mixed Emotions are perhaps the fineft Strokes in Poetry. In 
his fixth Book alfo there are feveral Scenes of the moft ten- 
der Nature; and the Grief of the Mother after the Death of Ni- 
fus and Euryalus, and the Lamentations of Evander, are all to 
be ranked in the fame Clafs, and, in my Opinion, afford a 
Pleafure not to be met in either of the other Poets, even though 
Homer has fucceeded fo well in Heéfor’s laft Scene with A4ndroma- 
che, and though our great Milton has a great Deal of finely 
impaffioned Dialogue in his juftly celebrated Poem, Virgil 
more frequently applies himfelf to the Paffions of his Readers, 
than the other two, and, notwith{tanding fome pretty ftrong 
Improbabilities, he does not fo frequently fhock our Reafon, 
as the Grecian Poet, who certainly in moft of his Battles, and 
in a great Part of his celeftial Machinery, is extravagant to 
the higheft Degree, Milton has the Advantage of having 
founded his Story upon Traditions, which our Religion has 
fanctified, otherwile 1 fhould confider his fallen Angels, and 
the War waged by them, together with the fnvention of Can- 
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non, and many other Circumftances, as one of the moft ludi- 
crous Defcriptions I have ever met with. 


I sHatt take another Opportunity to confider how far Tra- 
gedy may difpute with the Epic for the Preference, and fhall 
only add at prefent, that I have ever been of Opinion, that all 
the Writers of heroic Poefy have, in general, been too fond of 
the marvellous, not that I would be underftood to cenfure the 
Ufe of Machinery, ‘but I cannot be perfwaded that a too licen- 
tious a Ufe has not been made of it. 


I sHatt beg leave to conclude with an Obfervation, which 
does not grow out of the prefent Matter, but is, however, not 
foreign to the Purpofe. It is remarked by Mr. Adai/on, that 
Virgil has but one Conceit throughout his Poem, and that, he 
fays, is put into the Mouth of the young Judas, when with a 
Kind of punning Ambiguity he obferves, that they are eating 
their Tables. I have long been of Opinion, that the Roman 
Author has ufed a ftill more frivolous Conceit, and that {poke 
in his own Perfon, when he tells us, that meas, in running 
round a Tree atter the flying TZuruus, tollows the Man who 
follows him. —— Sequiturque fequentem. 





Tuis tried by the Rule of Bobours, appears to have Truth for 
its Foundation, but it is fo childifh a Truth, that I am forry 
to find it intermixed with the Majefty of the Aneid. 


X. 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartment, Auguft 17. 

HE Account which I gave laft Saturday of my Intentions to abdi- 

cate the Office of a Public Writer, has been the occafion of my 
receiving feveral Letters from fundry Correfpondents, who have addrefled me 
in aStile refponiive to their refpective Feelings on the Occafion. A great 
many Coffeehoufes exprefs their Satisfaction at the Thought of being eafed 
of the weckly Expence of Two-pence, v. hich my Lucubrations coft them ; 
a few of thefe hofpitable Gentry declare themfelves forry for my approaching 
Silence, the Grays Inn ‘fournal being, as they aflure me, the Lite of 
their Coffee-Room. There are many Perfons of fuch cool and ferious 
Underftandings, that they cannot approve any Thing but what is ftrict- 
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ly and literally true; thefe, an ingenious Friend of mine calls, Mat- 
ter of Fact Men, and by one of this Ciats, i am told in very plain 
Terms, that he’s glad I am going to lay down, “* @ Pox on your true 
“¢ Jntelligence; there's ever any thing of Confegunce in it; the Grand 
Mogul may be dead; the Aigcrines may make Peace; the King of the 
Romans may be chofen; Dunkerque may be refitted; Theodore King of 
Corfica be held to Bail, and Mr. Keen nay fucceed in his Negotiations 
without any body’s being the wifer fir you.” A Perfon, who informs me 
that he has laid upon the fame Flock-bed with two Tranflators in Fleet- 
Street every Night this Year paft, and that he is now perfectly in the 
Secret of Authorfhip, begs of me to recommend him to my Pub. 
lifher, that he may carry on the Paper in the enfuing Winter; but, 
in this point, I muft defire to be excufed, as I fheould not chufe to 
have my Plan eked out beyond its proper Bounds, and I therefore 
take this Opportunity to entreat that elegant Writer, who has for fome 
time paft aflumed the Name of Ravcer, not to lay any of his Found- 
Jings at my Door, when once I fhall have made my Bow to the Pub- 
lic. Such a Procedure would be highly illiberal, and I hope I need 
not fay any Thing further on this Head. But to the foft, the ob- 
liging, the lovely, the courtly, the amiable Clarifa, what Anfwer 
{hall I make? —** Madam, —I cannot attain a Delicacy in the turn of my 
“© Expreffion equal to the Refinement of my Icelings on this Occation. 
“© The terms—you agreeable Devil” —*s you pleafant Creature” —** we're 
“in an uprear about you, &c, Carry with them fo much Eadear- 
“* ment, that I fhould be very infenfible, if I did not feci fome Propenfi- 
*¢ ties to Vanity on the Compliments, which fo beautiful a Lacy as 
*¢ T am fure you are, have been pleafed to make me.”—Tue Ho- 
nour of making part every Saturday-morning of a Fair one’s ‘Lea-. qui- 
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page has certainly very powerful Inftigat:ons to perfift. but the Truth 
of it, is, my Mufe andI have been like Man and Wife for fome time 
paft, our Affections are become extremely frigid, and I have had fo 
many Curtain-LeCtures from her, that I long very earneftly to. keep 
feparate Beds, to fay acivil ‘Thing to her once in a Year, and, like a 
true modern Hufband, to admire every Bovy’s Aue better than my 
own, even though they be but battered Drabs; and though the World 
fhould agree, that my Thalia is not entirely contemptible, on this Ac- 
count, 1 am at prefent fuing in the Court of Parnaffus tor a Di- 
vorce, and as fhe has not brought me any Fortune — to ipeak of, I thall 
not be troubled to allow her a feperate Maintenance. 1 am aware 
that malicious Critics will give out, that I was feperated caufa frigi- 
ditatis. But, the Public is always equitable in its Dectlions, and to them 
I implicitly fubmit. 


} 
CHARLEs RANGER. 


Covent-Gard.1:, 15 Avgu/?. 

Ir is imagined that Mrs, ///<fington will not return to Dublin for 
the cniuing Seaion, but that fhe will perorm at this ‘lheatre. In this 
Cafe 
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Cafe, the Company belonging to this Houfe, will have received fuch 
confiderable Reinforcement, that it is not doubted they will be able 
to keep the Field againft the General of the adverfe Camp, who has 
been difciplining his Troops during the whole Summer-Seafon. Mrs. 
Woffin:ton, it is faid, now makes as confiderable a Figure in ‘Tragedy, 
as fhe was always known todo in the graceful and genteel Walks 
of fprightly Comedy, and on this Account the Town may juftly pro- 
mife themfelves a very amiable Addition to their Entertainments. 


Drury. Lane, 16 Auguft. 

We hear that the Rover, the Double Dealer, and the Mourning 

Bride are to be revived at this Houfe next Winter, and alfo fome other 

Pieces which, it is fuppofed, will havea great Run. Our Intelligence 

adds, that the laft new Comedy, called Gil Blas, will Jikewife be 

got up, it being the Opinion of the true Lovers of Humour, that the 
Town did not do Juftice to that Piece at its firft Exhibition. 


We are alfo informed, that a very tolerable Quantity of Epigranis, 
and other fhort Pieces of Poetry, are got ready in order to be ufed a3 
{mall Shot, during the Winter, againft any A@or or Actrefs who may 
be rifing into Fame; and it is likewife faid, that the Nuiffeer of Free- 
men is to be enlarged, that the Manager may thereby gain a further 
Acquifition of Admirers, who are to laugh and cry behind the Scenes, 
according, as Mdelpomene or Thalia deigns to tread the Scene. | 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Fran Metromante, \ately arrived here from Paris, gives notice that 
he makes, in the higheft Perfection, portable Tragedy Broth, very pro- 
per to be made ufe of by fuch Performers, as miftake Noife for Energy, 
and boifterous Ranting for Vehemence of Expreffion. 


To be fold a Cheft of Tea, perfectly well flavoured. It will be fold 
at fo {mall a price as Seven Shillings per Pound, very proper to be 
bought by any one, who is inclined to treat ata reafonable Rate, the 
Writers about Town, in order to. gain their Encomiums in their {e- 
veral periodical Productions next Winter, 


— 
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